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Comments to Council on Residual waste:

I want to make sure that all councillors are aware that the residual waste discussions going on with the West of England have moved on.  Where once there were a range of options we now have 3.  

1) a 200,000 tonne incinerator +  later another 160,000 tonne facility that could be an incinerator, a pyrolysis plant, or BMT

2) a 160,000 tonne incinerator or MBT + later another 200,000 incinerator

3) a 360,000 tonne incinerator or the option to have many incinerators across the region.

I was told when enquiring about this by officers and councillors that “no decision has been reached”, but I would contend that all the possible routes for this council have already been eliminated.  What choice is left?

All three options are at best 50% incineration or at worst 100%.  And incineration is plainly incompatible with a zero waste strategy. 

At the safer and stronger communities panel meeting, the consensus of both councillors and officers was that our council’s commitment to zero waste was incompatible with any of the three options.  Discussions ensued about pulling out of the WoE and possibly approaching other local councils or simply going on our own.

While I certainly concur that the WoE proposals must not be followed, I would urge the councillors or officers engaging with the WoE to make our position clear and to try and urge another course of action from them.  The additional CO2 produced by Bristol’s incinerator and from their lorries carrying all the rubbish to one or two central facilities, still affects us and the rest of the planet.  The highly toxic residue left from incineration will not be in B&NES, but it will still be on our doorstep.

At the consultations earlier this year in Bath, there was near unanimity for many local facilities of smaller sizes, and the favoured technologies ranged from in-vessel composting, to anaerobic digestion, to limited use of pyrolysis.  I would urge the council to try and get these options back on the table now, not in the spring of next year when it will be unlikely that the WoE will have the flexibility to revisit them.  
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